Mount Rainier — Mount Fuji Sister Mountain Curriculum Project 2nd Teacher Workshop, 2012
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Fujikawaguchiko—machi Nature Research Workshop for Students
— Aokigahara Forest & Lava Tube —

Seiji NAKAMURA (Hatta Jr. High School)
Tatsuyuki HORIUCHI (Asumi Jr. High School)
Translated by Chitose MATSUMOTO

Overview

To learn how lava tube was formed by learning the natural phenomena in Aokigahara Forest. To
learn the conservation of natural environment is important through researching ecosystem in primeval
forest, and develops stewardship.

Grade Level, Subject and Time Frame
4 - 9 grade (Fujikawaguchiko-machi Nature Research Workshop for Students)
A one day field trip (from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm)

Keywords
Nature observation, Aokigahara forest, Lava tube, Japanese beech (Fagus crenata)

Background

This fieldtrip contains adventurous feature rather than regular research. Students will walk
Aokigahara Forest and research representative lava tubes and Japanese beeches. Aokigahara Forest,
stated as “Fuji primeval Forest and Aokigahara Forest” natural monument, is a representative primeval
forest which is located on 3000ft. to 4300ft. above the sea level at Mt. Fuji. There are many lateral
volcanoes from southeast to northwest of Mt. Fuji which are related to early history of Mt. Fuji
formation. Aokigahara Forest is a climax community located on the top of northwest side of big lava
flow which is from lateral volcanoes erupted in about 864. Aokigahara Forest has two remarkable
scientific points: lava tube and climax community. Many lava tubes can be seen in the forest are
incomparable in the world. The lava flows are covered with Japanese beeches.

Procedure
9:00 Roll-call: greetings at Fujikawaguchiko-machi Central Community Center
9:20 Departure (bus)
9:45 Shoji trail head and start to walk.
10:00-11:30 Fuji Wind Cave, interpretation& observations
1) Lava tube
11:30 Leave Fuji Wind Cave
11:45 Lunch at Japanese beech forest in Mt. Omuro
12:15 Mt. Omuro, interpretation & observations
1) Big Japanese beech,
2) Big Quercus crispula,
3) Climax community,
4) Animals and plants
12:45 Leave Mt.Omuro
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13:05-14:05 Explore Shoiko Cave
14:35 Get a bus at Shoji trail head
15:00 Closing ceremony: Fujikawaguchiko-machi Central Community Center

* |f participants are full, group can be divided into two groups, and each group visits same spots but
different route:
Group A: Shoji trail head — Fuji Wind Cave — Mt. Omuro Japanese beech Forest — Shoiko Cave —
Shoji trail head
Group B: Shoji trail head — Shoiko Cave — Mt. Omuro Japanese beech Forest — Fuji Wind Cave —
Shoiji trail head

Note

The history of the Fujikawaguchiko-machi Nature Research Workshop for Students:
This workshop has a long history which has been running for 40 years. Local science teachers
started this workshop in 1972 for elementary students. In 1974, the Kawaguchiko town board of
education supplanted this workshop for grades 4-9. Because local science teachers are in charge
of planning and management, most of the studies are related to the Mt. Fuji area. Every year, 30
children participate in 10 workshops including the opening ceremony in May and the closing
ceremony in February. Some graduates have gone on to become Science teachers.

This workshop has once held in August 4, 2011 with 78 people: elementary school students (51),

junior high school students (6), science teachers (14), and 7 instructors from South Tsuru Science

Club.

Materials and Setting
Worksheets, Notebook, Pencils, Compass, Loupe, Head lump / Flash light, Helmet

References / Resources

Nakamura, S. 2000. Kawaguchiko Nature Research Workshop for Students. Scinece Class 43(4):
22-23. (Written in Japanese)

Fujikawaguchiko town board of Education, Narusawa village board of Education, and
Kawaguchi-Konan junior high school association board of Education 2012. Subtext for Science
and Environment: Our Nature - Green Mt. Fuji and Blue Lakes. (written in Japanese)



