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Field Work Plan based on the history of Kamiyoshida

Tatsuya KAGAMI (Fujimidai Jr. High School)
Translated by Mika MOORE

Overview

To learn that the area of Kamiyoshida in Fujiyoshida city is deeply engaged to the belief in Mt. Fuji by
going to the field trip includes Kanadorii, Oshi’s house, Sengen Shrine, and Fujiyoshida Museum of
Local History.

Grade Level, Subject and Time Frame
6 grade in Elementary school, Comprehensive school hours (Integrated study)
Total of 18 hours including 4 hours of field excursion, pre-study and post-study

Keywords
Fujikoh (Faith in Mt. Fuji), Oshi’s house, Fire festival, Kanadorii

Background

Based on the Mt. Fuji Education Constitution on October 31, 1985, City of Fujiyoshida established the
Mt. Fuji Education Program for the elementary and the junior high school students in March, 2004,
and all 11 schools in the city started this education program. The contents include 3 fields; Mt. Fuji
study, Local area study, and exchange program. Based on the current curriculum in each school, the
Mt. Fuji Education Program has been practicing.

One of the elementary school implements mandatory field trip for 6 graders to Mt. Fuji and historical
walk in Kamiyoshida area in Fujiyoshida. Historical walk includes pre-study and post-study period.
During the walk, students walk with curators and gain knowledge of the deep connection to the belief
of Mt. Fuji.

Pre-Study:
Learn history of Kamiyoshida area (6 hours)
- Survey about students’ knowledge of Kamiyoshida area
- Study about the following keywords: Yoshida trail head of Mt. Fuji, Belief in Mt. Fuji, How to
spread the belief of Mt. Fuji, Oshi, Oyama Nobori-michi (trail), etc.
Field Trip:
Historical Walk in Kamiyoshida area (4 hours)

Post-Study:
Recap (5 hours)
Presentation (3 hours)
During the post-study hours, students make reports or wall newspaper (poster) and do the
presentation among students.

Procedure
Students walk the following route with a curator after pre-study. Student will be deeply engaged the
history of the area.
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Field Trip Route:
(1) Kanadorii — (2) Old Togawa family’s house — (3) Sengen Shrine — (4) Museum of Local History

(1) Kanadorii
Bronze Torii (sacred arch) is located on the main street
in Fujiyoshida City. The original Torii was built in
1788 and the current version was re-built in 1955.
The Torii is a border of real world and religious world
of Mt. Fuji. Student will learn from curators that after
crossing the Torii, they will enter the religious world of
Mt. Fuji.

(2) Old Togawa family’s Residence
This is an Oshi’s house which Oshi's family lived in,
and pilgrims stayed at. Oshi means the people who
took care of (and lead the climbing) Fujikoh pilgrims who were the religious believer of Mt. Fuji.
Oshi provided their own residence as pilgrims’ inn.  Oshi’s house also has sanctuary area and
the pilgrims pray before climbing.
Students will learn the climbing history, religious belief of Mt. Fuji, the house structure, and the
important roles of Oshi.

Fig.1 Kanadorii

Fig.2 Fujikoh pilgrims going to Sengen Shrine Fig.3 Main path in Sengen Shrine

(3) Sengen Shrine
The actual name is “Kitaguchi Hongu Fuji Sengen Jinja” (main shrine of Fuji sengen shrine at the
north entrance of Mt. Fuji). A sengen shrine (or Asama shrine) is a type of Shinto Shrine in
Japan to worship the deity of volcanos in general, and Mount Fuji in particular. By the
historical record, in A.D.110, Yamato Takerunomikoto visited east and saw Mt. Fuji from Otsuka
Hill, and then he built a Shrine and a Torii because he thought that the north side was the best
way to climb Mt. Fuji.
Students will learn that this location is the trail head of the climbing route. They will also learn
that Fujiyoshida’s Fire Festival was originated by Suwa Myojin Shrine. (Suwa Shrine was
combined into Sengen Shrine after the faith in Mt. Fuji had spread out.)

(4) Fujiyoshida Museum of Local History
This museum is operated by the city of Fujiyoshida. There are many exhibits of Faith in Mt.
Fuji as well as history of the city. Students will observe all the exhibits and recognized the
contents they learned in the classroom prior to the field trip.
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Note
In 2011, Fujiyoshida City Board of Education held a demonstration field trip for teacher professional
development, and participants followed the same route.

Materials and Setting
Worksheets, Maps, Pencils
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Fujiyoshida Museum of Local History — Oshi old Togawa family’s house
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Fuji SABO Office (Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism) - Fujikoh & Oshi
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