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Take “iPad Map” for Your Field Trip

Tomoaki ITO (Yoshiwara High School)
Translated by Chitose MATSUMOTO

Overview
Students learn geological features and sites around Mt.Fuji by using the iPad’s digital map for field
trip.

Grade Level, Subject and Time Frame
High school, Geography (also able to apply to Integrated study or school trip activity)
One day field trip

Keywords
Digital map, GPS, iPad, Area study, Tourist information

Background

Japanese New Course of Study will be issued in April, 2013.

Acquire basic geological skills for students such as: map reading, drawing map, and reading off
landscape features from photos. Those skills exercise the students’ practical thinking.

New digital tool has a lot of new feature, replacing analog tools such as paper map and photos that we
usually bring along for the field trip. Students can read topography map easily and combine photos
and map together. We welcome this idea of digital textbook even though it has pros and cons.
Digital textbook companies are constantly improving the quality of the Japanese map, GPS and image
editing software.

Using portable PC for geology and local study classes changes in the field.

International Geology Association for School GIS education group in Japan is going to make a
curriculum for a digital atlas this year. They already made a digital map around Mt. Fuji area.

With its long history, Mt. Fuji is familiar to tourists, many archives such as old paper maps and tourist
guides exist.

It is easy to understand how their hometown is fascinated by adding photos on the map during their
field trip.

Procedure

Class room/PC room: Group 5-6 students for each have responsibility to use an iPad: download map at
PC room.

Field Research: Each group takes an iPad and drops photos in the digital map during the field trip.
Organize: upload photos onto the digital map to make the tourist guide.

Maps contain tourist guide, topography, and a hazard map which contains mud flow and flood traces.
Especially students find areas where there is little disaster prevention through the map.

This field research can introduce new classroom activities such as a virtual field activity. Students
make guide maps on computer, and present them to the class.

If students have an iPhone, they can join to check accomplishments instead of the iPad, as an effective
way.
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Note

Chizu-Burari
This software program is a picture-map which was
developed by ATR-Promotions in Kyoto. The
program can run on-line and offline, and supply
many guidebooks for tourists’ needs.
Until the tsunami disaster in 3-11-2011, only
specialists were able to upload the map. The
company improved their software for beginner
friendly and released for public, and they supplied
download map “Disaster Memorial Map” for free.

2nd Teacher Workshop, 2012
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After this success, ATR-Promotions applies this technology to other maps to develop other map
first

systems which citizens can participate in easily. Fuji City (Sizuoka Pref.) became the
This program has an English translation.

experiment for demonstration.

Materials and Setting
iPad (Chizu-Burari and GPS Recorder X installed)

References / Resources

Chizu-Burari
http://museum-media.jp/mm/index.html

Fuji-Burari
http://fujiburari.com/

Disaster Memorial Map
http://eq.stroly.com/about

GPS Recorder X
http://itunes.apple.com/jp/app/gps-recorder-x/id3534
82327?mt=8
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